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News from your Headteacher 

We were delighted that we were able to hold our ‘New Starter Buddy Tours’ this week. On Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday our new Reception children joined us for an afternoon with the rest of their new 
class. The children and their parents had the opportunity to try some of our school dinners, which they 
enjoyed. Thank you very much to our Catering Team for all their extra hard work putting together such a 
wonderful spread each day. The children were then paired with one or two of our Year 5s, who gave them a 
school tour, showing the places that they think are important for new children to know about! Our Nature 
School was very popular. Our Year 5s did a fantastic job representing our school and they are looking forward 
to seeing their buddies again when they join us in September! 
 
Sports Day 
Following on from the Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday, delaying the lifting of current restrictions, 
we can now confirm that we will not be able to invite spectators to our Sports Day on the 24th June. We are 
disappointed that we cannot have families there to cheer the children on again but will ensure that the 
children enjoy a lovely day competing in their teams. Ms Smart, our Communications Officer and teachers will 
take lots of photographs of the day which will be shared on our website. Children should come to school in 
their PE kit along with a sun hat, water bottle and a waterproof coat (just in case). Please apply sun cream to 
your child before they come to school. If your child is in KS2 (Years 3-6) they will be competing for their house. 
Please can these KS2 children wear a coloured t-shirt, corresponding to the colour of their house. A further 
letter will be sent home informing you of your child’s house. If you have any queries please contact your child’s 
teacher via email in the first instance. 
 
Transition 
Next week, your child will receive a letter informing them of which class they are moving to in September and 
who their teacher/teachers will be. On the 5th July, children will spend the morning in their new classroom, 
with their new teacher. Staff will prepare lots of activities which will allow them to start to get to know the 
class and begin to build a positive relationship. Teachers also meet the class’ previous teacher for a ‘hand over’ 
meeting. At the moment we are still unsure which, if any, restrictions will be in place for school in September. 
It may not be until August that we can 100% confirm what will be happening regarding staggered starts etc. 
As always, we will let you know as soon as we have things confirmed by the Department of Education. 
 
Covid reminders 
Although cases of Covid in our community are low, the guidance about what to do if you are displaying 
symptoms of Covid remain the same. If you have any of the following symptoms: a high temperature, a new 
persistent cough or loss of taste and smell, you must isolate and book a PCR Test.  All members of the 
household should also isolate until you receive a negative test result.  
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Contact us 
Please remember that there are many ways you can contact school staff if you have any queries. You can 
email your child’s class teacher directly using the class email account; alternatively, you can email 
admin@wrpschool.org or enquiries@wrpschool.org or call us on 01395 263397. Please be aware that 
teachers do not have the opportunity to check emails during the school day and therefore if you have an 
urgent message for staff within the school day, please ring our office or email as indicated. 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
 
Mrs. E Jones 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

24th June     Sports Day                                                                                                                                                              

28th June - 2nd July                        Kindness Week 

30th June                                          Class Photos  

5th July    Moving on Morning 

7th July - 13th July                           Year 6 Activities Week 

Wednesday 21st July                      Last Day of Term / Leavers’ Service 11am 

 

Collective Worship 

For the next few weeks in Collective Worship we will be revisting our School Values and reminding 
ourselves about the Bible story that represents each value. Our school values are: 

Generosity; Respect; Agape; Courage; Empathy 

This week’s value is Respect and we use the story of Daniel in the Lions’ Den to teach the importance of 
this value. 
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Safeguarding – Cycle Safety 

As a school we encourage our families and children to travel to school in a sustainable way and many 
children are participating successfully in our fantastic ‘Active Travel Scheme’ and earning themselves their 
badges!   

We all recognise that road safety for children cycling is a real concern.  It is of course incredibly important 
that children are confident on their bikes and, when ready, they are used to cycling on the roads in our 
area.  I would like to share some tips about road safety for cyclists, provided by various sources. 

How to teach road safety to your children 

 Make sure the bike is the right size for your child. Can they touch the floor with their feet while sitting 
on the saddle? Are the pedals an easy reach when riding?  It is advisable to have new bikes assembled 
at the bike shop and regularly check them to ensure the brakes, tyres, frame and lights are fit for use.  

 Reflective vests or bands should be encouraged for children who cycle when it is getting dark.  When 
riding at night children should always use a working white front light and red backlight, plus a red rear 
reflector - it's the law. 

 Practise road safety rules such as signalling, turns and single file riding, so your child knows how to be a 
responsible road user. Encourage and remind children not to jump red lights or cycle on the pavement 
unless it's a designated cycle path. 

 Make sure they know their route. Think about where they are going and what type of roads this will 
involve. Do they understand what will happen on the approach, at traffic lights and at roundabouts? 

 It is not safe to ride too fast – and this can also intimidate other people, especially in busy places such as 
School Lane or on Withycombe Village Road.  Children should be reminded to give way to others and be 
prepared to slow down and stop if necessary, being especially careful at junctions and entrances. 

 Always ensure your child wears a helmet that is up to standard – look for the ANSI, SNELL or E 
marks.  BBC Bitesize have provided a video, that you might like to watch with your child, ‘Choosing a 
bike and helmet’ – this explores the reasons why some people choose not to wear a helmet when 
cycling (including peer pressure) https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z92w2hv 

  
One of our parents pointed out to me that her son’s cycle helmet almost certainly protected him from 
more serious injury in an unfortunate cycle accident this week.  We are all relieved that the pupil is ok and 
very proud of his bravery and also the incredible empathy shown by his friends and class mates.  

Please note that our older children receive ‘bikeability’ training at school which teaches: control, road 
sense and confidence - giving you peace of mind.  Unfortunately this was suspended this year due to Covid 
19, but we hope to reinstate this provision in the next school year. 

Mike Smith - Designated Safeguarding Lead 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z92w2hv
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Top Tips for Wellbeing - PACE 

 
PACE is an approach developed by Dan Hughes, psychologist, to help parents/carers and their children 
have positive connections and interactions.  It stands for: 
 
Playfulness: Show enjoyment in being together with your child. Use a playful and light-hearted tone during 
interactions. Keeping the tone light can also help with more serious conversations and reduces feelings of 
shame. 
 
Acceptance: Connect with your child’s feelings and verbally acknowledge them. Try not to just reassure 
them away. Acceptance is not about condoning behaviour but means you are understanding their feelings 
in the context of their world. Connecting first and helping a child calm is important before any 
conversation about behaviour. 

Curiosity: Be curious about your child - their thoughts, feelings, wishes, actions. Show interest in what is 
going on for them. Avoid ‘Why’ questions; use ‘What’ or ‘How’ instead.  ‘Why are you doing that?’ sounds 
very different to ‘What is going on for you at the moment?’ or ‘How are you doing right now?’ Share your 
curiosity - ‘I wonder if you might be feeling…’ 

Empathy: Using empathy means you are showing your child that they are important to you and that you 
will be there for them through difficult feelings or hard times.   

An adapted version of PACE for parents is PLACE - which includes the word Loving 
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Sports & Achievements

We love to hear about your children’s sporting and other achievements. If you have anything to share, 
please email enquiries@wrpschool.org with your news and a photo if possible. We will endeavor to include 
as many of your photos as possible each week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Sporting Stars this week are: 

Alice (Year 1) was player of the week at 
rugby over half term. 
 
Emilia (Year 1) has got her Stage 3 
swimming award. 
 
Casper (Year 1) was awarded his Stage 
2 Swimming Certificate  
 
Sophie (Year 4) won ‘Player of the 

Week’ with L and F Girls’ Football. 

mailto:enquiries@wrpschool.org
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Year Group News 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

All classes are visiting our Nature 

School regularly. 

Year 6 had a go at ‘stick whittling’ 

this week. 
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Year 5 created their own Art work inspired 

by Andy Goldsworthy 
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On Wednesday the Year 5 classes took 

part in a 'Recycling at Home' game which 

was delivered by the Devon Waste 

Education Team. The children learnt about 

the properties of materials and their 

local recycling collections while developing 

essential team work skills. The children 

had a fun and energetic time sorting and 

learning about our everyday rubbish. They 

will be heading to Exmouth Beach very 

soon to take part in a beach clean too. 

Hedgehog class have been exploring the 

art of Kadinksy, Mattisse, Mondrian and 

Seurat in ICT. George Seurat’s art has been 

pointillism and they have recreated these 

artists’ pieces using the Paintz app online. 


