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News from your Headteacher 

It has been another busy but lovely week in school!  We are all getting used to the new routines and 

enjoying being back. Our new Reception children have settled into their new classes very well. We have 

been impressed by how confidently they all come into class each morning and how quickly they have 

learned the routines and expectations of their new school. A very warm welcome to all our new families; we 

hope that your child has enjoyed their time at Withycombe so far.  If you do have any worries or queries, 

please do not hesitate to contact us. 

We have had a few positive Covid cases in school this week.  Anyone who tests positive must isolate for 10 

days. Although the responsibility to contact close contacts of the positive case is now with Test and Trace, 

we as a school have decided to alert effected classes out of courtesy: we will continue to send a message to 

alert you to be vigilant for symptoms. If you are concerned your child may have been a close contact then 

you may decide to arrange a precautionary PCR test.  

Our clubs page went live on our website on Tuesday. If you haven’t taken a look yet, it can be found at: 

https://www.wrpschool.org/clubs 

There are a whole range of clubs available and it is regularly updated. If you didn’t manage to secure a place 

on your chosen club this time, some clubs will start again with a new group of children after half term. 

Individual Photos 

On Monday 20th September, we have Tempest Photographers in school to take individual and sibling group 

photos. If your child has an older or younger sibling who does not attend Withycombe, you may take 

advantage of the opportunity to have children photographed together. The photographer will be available 

from 8am to take photos of family groups. Families should enter through the School Lane entrance and 

queue outside the Community Room (Upstairs in Orcombe House) Please be aware that this session is 

extremely busy. 

Any sibling groups within school will be taken within the school day so there is no requirement for you to 

bring your children at 8am. We move into winter uniform on 20th October too. Details of this can be also be 

found on our website. 

 

 

https://www.wrpschool.org/clubs
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Active Travel Scheme 
 
We would like to thank you all for your positivity and support with the Active Travel Scheme last year. The 
children loved collecting the badges and we certainly saw a huge increase in the number of children 
scooting, walking, or biking to school. The good news is that that this year the Active Travel Scheme is back 
BUT it has been simplified and improved to add a new and shiny green, ‘Withycombe Warrior’ badge, which 
will be awarded to all the children in the year group who most actively travel across the school year. 
 
The basics are still the same... 

 Each time your child travels 'actively' to/ from school this will be recorded in class 
 The more your child walks to/ from school the more badges they will collect. 

What's new? 

 No more bonus badges 
 New totals: Bronze Badge (30), Silver (80), Gold (120), Platinum (160+) 
 Green, Withycombe Warrior badge - awarded at the end of the year. 

What do I need to do? 

 Where possible, travel actively to or from school 
 Enjoy it! 

Finally, please do not worry if you cannot achieve an active travel day every day (few can), just enjoy the grat 
outdoors when you can.  
 

Contact us 
Please remember that there are many ways you can contact school staff if you have any queries. You can 
email your child’s class teacher directly using the class email account; alternatively, you can email 
admin@wrpschool.org or enquiries@wrpschool.org or call us on 01395 263397. Please be aware that 
teachers do not have the opportunity to check emails during the school day and therefore if you have an 
urgent message for staff within the school day, please ring our office or email as indicated. 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
 
Mrs. E Jones 
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Upcoming Events 

Monday 20th September 

Individual photos 

Children can move to winter uniform 

Friday 24th September 

Hope4Kibera Fundraiser-Obstacles Day 

Wednesday 29th September 

Harvest Festival (Donations for Exmouth Food Bank) 

Friday 15th October 2021 
Just One Tree Mufti Day 

 
Friday 19th November 2021 
Children in Need 

 
Friday 10th December 2021 
Christmas Jumper Day 
 

Collective Worship 

In collective Worship this week we have been focusing on prayer. On Monday the children heard the story 
‘The Huge Bag of Worries’, a fantastic story about a girl who has a huge bag of worries, that stops her 
enjoying her time at home and school. When she shares her worries, they all seem much smaller and more 
manageable. We discussed who children can talk to, at home or at school, to share their worries. We 
linked this to how Christians believe they can use prayer to share their worries with God.  
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Top Tips for Wellbeing 

Starting the Day in a Calm Way. 

Many parents find the rush of the morning before school hectic and sometimes stressful. Our children may 
feel this stress too - having a busy morning routine after a long summer break and being in large groups 
again after having to socially distance. Some children may feel anxious about attending school and not want 
to leave their parents/carers. For some children this is called separation anxiety. 

So, how can we start the day in a calm way? 

Plan ahead. Prepare as much as possible the night before eg. get uniform ready, pack lunch done, breakfast 
laid out for the morning - anything that can reduce the busyness of the morning. 

Create a visual timetable or checklist. Children function best with a predictable routine so create a checklist 
with your child about what needs to happen next - get dressed, have breakfast, brush teeth, get bag ready, 
put shoes on, out the door. Use pictures of these actions for young children.  

Reward reluctant or anxious children when they are fully ready to leave the house. Keeps rewards simple, 
cheap and short eg. 5 minutes of a short cartoon or read a short story to them.  

Be positive. Talk about all the good things that your child enjoys at school, no matter how small. Keep 
conversation light, short and upbeat. If your child sees that you are ok with their anxiety, they may feel more 
confident.   

Manage anxious talk. Children may want to talk about their worries around school in the morning, but this 
may only increase their anxiety. Encourage them to talk about their worries the day before. Create a 
Talking/Worry Time for your child each day after school. Choose a time when they are not hungry or tired, 
perhaps after tea. Keep the time short - 15 minutes at most. Use paper and pens if your child likes writing or 
drawing. Tell them this is a time to chat about anything but also to talk about any worries for the next day. 

Distract, Distract, Distract! However you travel to school, help distract your child’s worry thoughts. Play I-
spy, use songs or rhymes, use your senses (tell me 5 things you see, hear, smell, touch), use exercise (do 5 
hops, jumps, skips).  

Use transition objects. Give something to your child to help them know you are thinking of them when they 
separate from you to go into school - something they can keep safely in their bag just to know it is there. A 
picture of you, a piece of soft material that you have both cuddled or a little note to say you love them. If 
your child has packed lunch you could put a different note in their box each day saying something lovely 
about them. 

Create a quick and positive good-bye ritual. Use a transition object (as above), give 3 kisses, do a high-five 
etc.  Remind your child that you will see them very soon and if you have something to look forward to after 
school, remind them of that. Prolonging the good-bye will serve to increase anxiety. Keep it short and 
sweet.  
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Safeguarding  
 

We are excited this term to have started an anti-bullying program at Withycombe, based upon a Finnish initiative 

called ‘KiVa’.   

The overarching aim of KiVa is to reduce school bullying and at the same time increase the well-being of our pupils 

by:   

 Focussing children’s thoughts on respecting each other and developing positive relationships 

 Understanding the impact of bullying on others 

 Raising awareness of the role that a group plays in maintaining bullying 

 Promoting strategies to support the victim and to support all children’s ability to use effective strategies in 
dealing with bullying 

 Staff members following up on reported cases of bullying using a rigorous system of investigation and 
communication. 

Our pupils have already engaged in an assembly and class discussions about the KiVa program which also includes, 

group work, videos and role-playing exercises.    

The program actively engages the wider school staff and also parents / carers (an explanatory video from Mr 

Scudder has been uploaded on our school website).  Staff members on break and lunch duty will now be sporting 

KiVa vests, providing a visible reminder that our school takes bullying seriously. Materials are also displayed around 

the school, promoting our anti-bullying messages.  

In addition to prevention messages, a ‘task force’ has been set up to deal with identified bullying cases. The team 

members will meet to discuss all identified cases and follow up meetings will take place with the victim and the 

bully.  Where bullying behaviour is occurs, meetings with parents / carers will be arranged.    

If you are concerned that your child has been bullied or is exhibiting bullying behaviour, please call the school and 

ask to speak to us – this way, issues can be dealt with effectively and in a timely manner.  Please also support us in 

educating your children about bullying by discussing the issue with them (even if they are not involved) and talking 

about what to do if someone is being bullied at school 

Even though incidents of bullying a Withycome are already rare, we are confident that our school’s KiVa approach 

will over time change group behaviours and reduce incidents of bullying at school even further! 

 
Mike Smith - Designated Safeguarding Lead 
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Sports & Achievements

We love to hear about your children’s sporting and other achievements. If you have anything to share, 
please email enquiries@wrpschool.org with your news and a photo if possible. We will endeavor to include 
as many of your photos as possible each week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our School Values are 

Generosity, Respect, Agape, Courage and Empathy. 

We reward individuals who have gone ‘above and 

beyond’ in putting our values into action by 

awarding one of our Special Values Awards. 

This week’s recipients of a values badge are: 

 Lottie in Year 4. Lottie decided to have her hair cut 

off and donate it to the Little Princess Trust. She 

raised £590 and donated a whopping 17 inches of 

hair for making wigs for children in need of them.  

Molly in Year 2.  Molly and her whole family went 

litter picking and together they collected a whole bag 

of litter. 

Well done to Lottie and Molly. 

mailto:enquiries@wrpschool.org
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Year Group News 

 

  

 

 

Year 3 and Year 5 started a 6 week 

programme of cricket coaching with 

Devon Cricket. 

This week’s sporting stars: 

Bertie in Year 1, was awarded Player of the 

Week with L and F Multisports. 

Our resident racing driver Mimi (Year 4) 

had another big race over the weekend. 

Mimi has now moved up into the older 

Cadet Class which means faster speeds 

and older competitors.  
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We participated in Inspirational Maths 

Week last week. This is where children 

participate in a variety of open ended 

activities designed to challenge their 

thinking skills as well as support their 

maths learning. 
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