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News from your Headteacher 

Welcome back! I hope that you and your children had a lovely, restful Easter holiday and that you are 
looking forward to the term ahead. 
The Summer Term is usually a very busy term with Sports Day, trips and visits, Year 6 Activities Week, 
Annual Reports and ‘Moving on Days’. We hope that we will be able to resume some of our ‘usual’ 
activities after half term. We have definitely missed being able to take the children off site for learning 
experiences over the past year so we can’t wait to get out and about very soon.  
 
Usually this term, we carry out Statutory Assessments in Years 1 (Phonics Screening), 2 and 6 (SATs). This 
year, due to the rather difficult time that children have had with Lockdowns and periods of isolation, the 
Government has cancelled all testing in schools.  This will mean that staff can focus on the areas for 
development for children, preparing them as fully as possible for their next year at Withycombe or at 
Secondary School. We plan to have our ‘Moving on’ mornings early in July, so children have chance to 
meet their new teacher and to visit their new classroom. Further details about plans for transition and 
September 2021 will be available after half term. 
 
We have noticed that some children are arriving at school very early. Please can I remind you that the 
school gates do not open until 8:40 and that we continue to have staggered start times for each year 
groups (Please see table below). Children with siblings in other classes are permitted to arrive at an earlier 
time slot to prevent parents with several children having to wait between time slots but, the very earliest 
time a child should arrive at school is 8:40 please. 
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School Values Badges 

As a Church School we have a meaningful school vision which is then supported by our values.  

Our school vision is: ‘Growing Happy, Caring Hearts and Minds’. 

 Our school values are based on the GRACE of God: Generosity, Respect, Agape, Courage and Empathy. 

These form and shape the ethos of our school culture.  We would like to promote to parents, carers and 

the wider community our school vision and values and to recognise individual efforts and achievements 

that embody these. 

This term we are we are launching a reward system in school where a child from each class is chosen to be 

awarded with a badge emblazoned with our school vision. This is in recognition of something they have 

done or achieved that embodies our school vision. 

We also hope that children can suggest family members/ carers who may also be awarded with a ’badge’ 

for their efforts in celebrating our school values within the community.   

Our first recipients this term are: 

 The entire PTFA Committee - for their amazing fundraising efforts during Lockdowns. Their ideas 

were creative and innovative and really helped those of us at home or at school still feel part of the 

school community! The PTFA were awarded their badges at the recent PTFA meeting. 
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 The Boyes family - who jumped high on their trampoline every day come rain or shine for 21 

minutes for 21 days up to 21 March, which was World Down Syndrome Day. They also wore their 

#LotsOfSocks and raised funds for Down Syndrome International; a charity they love, who support 

people with Down Syndrome and their families.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please remember that there are many ways you can contact school staff if you have any queries. You can 
email your child’s class teacher directly using the class email account; alternatively, you can email 
admin@wrpschool.org or enquiries@wrpschool.org or call us on 01395 263397 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
 
Mrs. E Jones   

Upcoming Events 

Monday 31st May-Friday 4th June 

Half Term 

10th June 

Trinity Day 

28th June-2nd July 

Kindness Week 

5th July-9th July 

Year 6 Activities week 

Wednesday 21st July 

Last day of Term 

mailto:admin@wrpschool.org
mailto:enquiries@wrpschool.org
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Collective Worship 

This week in our Collective Worship we have been discussing ‘Our right to clean water’ and finding out more about 
the charity Wateraid. Children were asked to think about how many times a day they use water and how lucky we 
are that we can access clean water very easily. 

 

 

 

 
Safeguarding 

We have recently experienced a few concerns about children using messaging apps and various group chats 
(including on Xbox / Playstation).  

Where children have formed groups with their friends, please consider the idea of drawing up some ground rules to 
ensure that children remain polite and respectful in their communications with each other.  This way they can enjoy 
chatting to and having fun with their friends without worry.  

We are concerned that some children have encountered content and communications that are age inappropriate – 
not necessarily through their own devices.  We request that parents / carers follow best practice and remain in 
touch with, limit and monitoring their children’s internet use in order to keep them safe.  

WhatsApp (age 16+) is one such messaging app (with more than 1.5 billion users).  Please be aware that there are a 
number of safeguarding issues with this app around personal details and location finding – for example, even though 
somebody would need your child’s phone number in order to add them as a contact, phone numbers can still be 
shared with strangers.  It is suggested, as an extra security measure that profile settings are altered to control who 
can see their profile, photo / status.  By selecting ‘My Contacts’ or ‘Nobody’ this ensures their profile is protected. 

If your child were to receive an offensive message on WhatsApp, it is advisable that they / you should block 
it.  Alternatively, if you or your child is part of a group chat that makes them feel uncomfortable (or has been added 
to a group they don’t want to be part of) please consider using the group’s settings to show them how to leave. 

Another specific concern has been raised about ‘Omegle’ (18+), a website that pairs random strangers for live text or 
video chats.  Omegle markets itself as ‘a great way to meet new friends’, but in reality the site features adult content 
and chats.  In addition and particularly worrying, users remain completely anonymous (there is in fact no need to 
even register!).  It is therefore hard to trust who your children are talking to and your child could easily start online 
engagement with strangers.  This site poses serious safeguarding concerns including the risk that children could be 
coerced into sharing images or videos of themselves.  

It is recommended that the best way to protect children from dangers online is to stay in touch with your child’s 
activities and continue to take a real interest in the things that they get up to.  

Mr Smith, Deputy Head / Designated Safeguarding Lead 



Weekly School News Roundup 

Withycombe Raleigh  

C of E Primary School 
 

Mrs Emma Jones,  Headteacher  

Withycombe Village Road 

Exmouth, Devon, EX8 3BA 
 

Please ring us on:  (01395) 263397 

email: admin@wrpschool.org 

website: wrpschool.org Date: 26/04/2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports & Achievements

 

We love to hear about your children’s sporting and other achievements. If you have anything to share, please email 
enquiries@wrpschool.org with your news and a photo if possible. We will endeavor to include as many of your 
photos as possible each week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last weekend Mrs Rhodes (Year 6 

teacher and mum of Barney and Enid) 

Mr Rhodes and Mrs Perkins (Mum of 

Hattie, Molly and Edie) ran the Climb 

South West 5 Triggs race (21.5 Miles) 

Mrs Rhodes and Mrs Perkins finished 

together in joint 2nd place. 

Congratulations to them all! 

We would like to award them one of 

our School Vision Badges too! 

mailto:enquiries@wrpschool.org
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Year Group News 

 

  

 

 

 

Even though she is recovering at home 

from an operation to mend her broken 

leg, Mrs Greenaway is still thinking of 

all her Bumblebees! She secretly 

entered a competition to win 

Bumblebees an Easter egg. And they 

won! Thank you to everyone who voted 

and to George and his mummy for 

collecting all the eggs. 

As the Bumblebees won a competition 

to award them an Easter egg each, M 

S Marine Services (Mrs Sansom’s 

husband) very kindly donated the 

Dragonflies and Ladybirds a chocolate 

bunny each too, so no one missed out! 

Thank you very much Mr Sansom! 
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Rabbit Class made clay pots. 

They had lots of fun decorating them. 

As part of her WW2 Home Learning, Evie 

created an edible Anderson shelter! 

Isn’t it amazing…a future star for Great 

British Bake off I am sure! 
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Year 6 have had a made the most of the 

good weather this week; Kingfishers had 

their first swimming session at LED, 

Kestrels planned their environmental 

themed art and Ospreys played Bamboo 

Tamboo. 
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To encourage active breaktimes, we have 

had some lovely new outdoor gym 

equipment installed! 


