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Welcome to Year 1 - Autumn 2020     11th September 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We hope you have all had a fantastic summer break and a well-deserved rest. We have loved welcoming back our new Year One children and seeing 
the classrooms full of happy, smiling faces!  We a have a lot of information to share with you in this letter, we ask that you read it carefully and if 
you have any queries, please contact your child’s class teacher via the class email: 
barnowl@wrpschool.org 
rabbit@wrpschool.org 
hedgehog@wrpschool.org 
 
We are very aware that coming back to school after so much time away will be challenging for everybody. We would like to reassure you that we will 
be continuing with a Foundation-style curriculum and taking our time over the transition to the National Curriculum. We want to ensure that our 
children are happy and settled and that their mental well-being is a priority. We would also like to encourage you as to how well we feel the children 
are already settling and adapting to the new routines. It would help us if you could reinforce with your children the importance of following the 
guidelines and being mindful of keeping each other safe at all times.  
 
READING 
 
Please continue to try to read daily with your child. Due to the Covid restrictions we are only able to send reading books home once a week. This will 
happen on a Monday and it is critical that these books are returned on a Friday so that there is time to quarantine them, ready for the following 
week. This will begin on Monday 21st September when bookbags will come home for the first time, please refer to the reading information already sent 
home by Mrs Jones. To supplement the requirement for daily reading the children are all set up with a Bug Club account and books at the appropriate 
level are being allocated. Please write in your child’s reading record book so that we know you have read at home. We will monitor the Bug Club 
accounts and reading records but due to the current restrictions we will not be writing in these ourselves. Therefore, if you have a query regarding 
your child’s reading, or you feel the level needs changing, please contact us via the class emails. Without regular comments in the reading record books 
we will assume that reading is not happening at home; it really is the only way we know! We are in the process of assessing the children’s reading. As 
we expected, the majority of children are no longer reading at the level perhaps they were during Foundation and we have moved them accordingly. 
This is nothing to worry about, we expected it to happen and our priority at the moment is to get the children feeling confident again with their 
decoding and blending. We are sure that as we resume daily phonics teaching and recap on their learning so far, it will soon come flooding back.  
 
SEESAW 
 
Again, due to Covid restrictions our usual routine for home learning will change. The children will no longer have a home learning book but tasks will 
be set using class Sessaw accounts. These accounts are currently being set up and login information will be sent to you in due course. To give the 
children time to settle and focus on the priority of reading, we do not expect to start home learning until after half term. 
 
WHAT DOES YOUR CHILD NEED IN SCHOOL? 
We do not always change the children for PE but please ensure your child has a ‘warm’ named PE kit.  This can be a track suit or jogging bottoms 
and a sweatshirt and doesn’t need to be expensive or branded. Trainers are essential for outside use. To limit the amount of items travelling between 
home and school, please leave these kits at school until half term when they can be taken home to be washed. The children are allowed access to their 
water bottle throughout the day and we will top these up if needed. Our school policy is to only allow water in these bottles unless there is a medical 
reason for this not to be the case. Please also name your child’s water bottle. We advise all items of school uniform to be clearly labelled. We always 
do our best to reunite you with your lost items but this is very difficult to achieve if they are not named, and your help with this would be greatly 
appreciated! The children are all entitled to a universal free school meal each day so there is no need for you to provide a packed lunch. If you have 
any questions or concerns about this arrangement, please contact a member of our school leadership team to discuss this further.  
 
We are looking forward to a fun and exciting year ahead with the children and we hope you are too! 
Regards,  
The Year One Team 
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