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News from your Headteacher 

 
I hope that you all had a restful and enjoyable half term last week. I can hardly believe that we are already in 

the final half term of the academic year. This half term is always one that is packed full with events and it 

can be quite exhausting. Teachers are busy writing annual reports which will be sent home in July.  

The past 16 months have been unlike any other and for the second year running there have been disruptions 

to children’s education, due to Covid 19.  From the reopening in March, teachers have been able to derive a 

good picture of the children’s attainment. We are all incredibly proud and impressed by the efforts that all of 

our children have made with their learning and also, how well they have coped with the challenges that they 

have faced this year. 

We want to give children as many of the opportunities they would have experienced in a ‘normal year’ but 

we do have to continue to be cautious. Most classes have been able to arrange a trip or visit this term and 

we hope that all of these will be able to go ahead. Children will also be participating in Sports Day on 24th 

June, but are still unsure if restrictions will be lifted for schools in order that we can have spectators. At this 

point in time however I feel it is highly unlikely that we will be able to invite spectators on site.  We will 

ensure that we have lots of photos of the event that we can share with you on our website. We are pleased 

to inform you that we will hold award ceremonies this year but these will be scaled back with each year 

group having their own ceremony (dates to follow). We have provisionally booked our Year 6 Leavers’ 

Service for 21st July at 11am. As and when we receive updates on the lifting of restrictions we will update 

you about how events will be arranged. 

Active Devon Walking Challenge 

Congratulations to the Withy Foundation Team who came first 

in the recent walking challenge organised by Active Devon. Over 

300 teams from across Devon took part in the challenge with 

prizes for teams that reached their goal and of course teams 

that walked the most. The Withy Foundation Team topped the 

leader board by walking 5, 938,121 steps. The Withycombe 

Primary School Team came third overall walking 5, 379,954 

steps across a month.  
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Sun cream 
As the weather looks like it is going to be good for a little while at least, please can you ensure that children 
come to school with a sun hat and a water bottle. We would be grateful if sun cream could be applied to 
children before arriving at school but that they also bring cream to school for reapplication throughout the 
day.  
 
Contact us 
Please remember that there are many ways you can contact school staff if you have any queries. You can 
email your child’s class teacher directly using the class email account; alternatively, you can email 
admin@wrpschool.org or enquiries@wrpschool.org or call us on 01395 263397. Please be aware that 
teachers do not have the opportunity to check emails during the school day and therefore if you have an 
urgent message for staff within the school day, please ring our office or email as indicated. 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
 
Mrs. E Jones 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

10th June                                                                                                                                                                               
Trinity Day 

14th – 20th June                                                                                                                                                                               
Learning Disability Week 

24th June                                                                                                                                                                   
Provisional date for Sports Day 

28th June - 2nd July                                                                                                                                                               
Kindness Week 

30th June                                                                                                                                                              
Class Photos  

5th July 

Moving on Morning 

7th July - 13th July                                                                                                                                                                     
Year 6 Activities Week 

Wednesday 21st July                                                                                                                                                               
Last Day of Term 

Leavers’ Service 11am 

mailto:admin@wrpschool.org
mailto:enquiries@wrpschool.org
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Collective Worship 

This week we have been thinking about ‘The Trinity’, celebrating Trinity Day on Thursday 10th June. 
Children explored the difficult concept of the Trinity through art and creative activities. Father Robert 
recorded a special video message where he used a Jaffa Cake to explain what the Trinity is. 
 

Safeguarding - Children with a Learning Disability 
 
As a school community, we all have a responsibility to keep our children safe.  Sadly, children and young 
people who have disabilities are at an increased risk of being abused compared with their non-disabled 
peers.  It is therefore vital that everyone who works with deaf and disabled children understands how to 
protect them against people who would take advantage of their increased vulnerability. 
 
At Withycombe we do our utmost to get to know and creating positive relationships with all of our 
children: including those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities.  By doing so, we can show the 
children that there is someone they can trust and communicate with and help them feel confident about 
letting someone know if they experience something that makes them feel uncomfortable. 
 
At school, we help to empower children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities in different ways to 
make sure the child’s voice (including non-verbal) is heard: 

·         providing them with communication support and opportunities to express themselves –  
          this can involve overcoming communication barriers 
·         helping them to build a supportive relationship with a trusted person 
·         providing accessible education on topics such as: keeping safe, sex and relationships and 

online safety. 
 

We also give children opportunities to express themselves creatively through activities like art and music. 
 
Next week, 14th – 20th June is Learning Disability Week and Mencap’s theme this year is ‘Get Arty’. 
https://www.mencap.org.uk/get-involved/learning-disability-week-2021 
I am sure you will agree that being creative is important to all of us, so perhaps you would like to show 
your support and celebrate the many different creative talents in the learning disability community by 
doing something arty this week!  You might fancy having a go at the messy ‘Hand Paint Splatter Art’.  
 
Mike Smith - Designated Safeguarding Lead 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mencap.org.uk/get-involved/learning-disability-week-2021
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Top Tips for Wellbeing 
 

The Anna Freud National Centre for Children and Families promotes that 
You’re never too young to talk mental health!  Tips about talking with your child: 

 
 

1. Make conversation about mental health a normal part of life. Anywhere can be a good place - in 
the car, walking the dog or doing an activity together. 

2. Give your full attention and actively listen to your child. 
3. Check your body posture - is it relaxed? Maybe come down to your child’s level. 
4. Take it seriously. Don’t downplay what is said or just reassure that everything is fine. 
5. Ask open questions to help extend conversation. ‘How are you doing today?’ 
6. If feelings arise, stay calm. 
7. Empathise with your child’s feelings rather than trying to offer solutions. Be patient. 
8. We are all different. Respect that your child’s view or feelings toward their problems will be 

different to ours. 
9. Look for clues about feelings - tone of voice, body language and feed it back. ‘It looks like you are 

feeling…, that must be hard for you’ 
10. Try these ways to start a conversation with your child: 

 How are you feeling at the moment? 

 You don’t seem your usual self, do you want to talk about it? 

 I’m happy to listen if you want a chat. 

 I’m here for you, do you want to talk? 
 
 
Check out the Wellbeing page on our website for a lovely animation about mental health that you and your 

family can watch. 
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Sports & Achievements

We love to hear about your children’s sporting and other achievements. If you have anything to share, 
please email enquiries@wrpschool.org with your news and a photo if possible. We will endeavor to include 
as many of your photos as possible each week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week’s Sporting Stars are: 

Charlotte in Year Two who has achieved 

her Level 7 award in Gymnastics. 

Isabelle in Year Three who was awarded a 

certificate of achievement from ballet for 

all her hard work continuing with ballet 

lessons via zoom during lockdown 

Ava in Year Four recently achieved her 

green arm band in Maui Thai boxing and 

this week she was awarded a leadership 

badge for hard work and good leadership 

skills. 

Olivia Longhorn from Year One was player 

of the week in her Exmouth U6 rugby 

team on Sunday. 

mailto:enquiries@wrpschool.org
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Year Group News 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year One have been learning about fossils. 

They have been carefully observing and 

sketching ammonite fossils; applying 

different pencil techniques and shading 
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Thank you to Mrs Alam for coming in 

and cooking delicious food with all of 

Year 5 before half term and sharing 

her love for cooking with the children. 
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Each of the Year One classes will be 

visiting the Exe Estuary for a session over 

the coming weeks. Rabbit class had a 

wonderful time visiting the Exe Estuary 

on Tuesday 

They looked on top of the sand, in the 
sand and in the water to see what 

creatures live in the Estuary. 
 

Many thanks to Exmouth RFC for 
allowing us to use their Club House 

and facilities during the day. 
 

Esme in Year One painted a 

Spanish Flag for Eurovision! 


