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News from your Headteacher 

It has certainly been another eventful week for us all! On Monday, everyone was looking forward 
to starting the New Year; staff were well prepared with the learning they had planned for the 
children; and I am sure the children were excited with the thought of being back in school. 
Although we thought it was likely that England would go into lockdown this week, none of us 
expected it to be at such short notice! We all felt so sad for the children who were probably fast 
asleep and expecting to come to school on Tuesday morning. Even though it has been a bit of a 
nightmare for us to juggle the provision of remote learning as well as teaching in school, staff have 
worked tirelessly over the past few days to get systems in place. We expect there to be a few 
teething problems initially, but as the weeks go on, I am sure we will all get used to a new way of 
working (again). 

The scientific advice on how to further limit the spread of Covid 19 is very clear. If children can 
stay safely at home, then they should - and this will limit the chance of the virus spreading.  

This is why the Government has asked the public to stay at home wherever possible and asked 
schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend. It is certainly 
true that the fewer the children making the journey to school and attending educational settings, 
the lower is the risk that the virus can spread to our families and through our community.  

The latest guidance from the Department of Education states ‘Parents and carers who are 
critical workers should keep their children at home if they can.’  For this reason we will 
continue to provide provision at Withycombe Raleigh Primary – but we must make it extremely 
clear that this will be only be for a limited number of children: those who are vulnerable (with an 
EHCP) and children whose parents are critical workers to the Covid 19 response where there is no 
possibility of provision at home.  

The Government’s main strategy for limiting the spread of the virus is ‘Social Distancing’ – and to 
achieve this we need to restrict the number of children in each class bubble.  We ask you to take 
this fact into consideration when deciding what is best for you and your family. Please be mindful 
that our staff are also putting themselves at risk of infection and are also risking the health of their 
families. If it is at all possible for children to stay at home, then they should – in order to protect all 
families from infection.  

Even though school is technically closed, all staff are in school as normal. We have taken steps to 
maintain the integrity of each class bubble as much as possible by eliminating the need for staff to 
cross bubbles in almost all cases. This means that we cannot use staff from other bubbles to 
cover absences and we do not want to introduce supply teachers from agencies into our secure 
environment. We therefore anticipate that at some point we may need to close bubbles due to staff 
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absence. In the case of a bubble needing to close, we will let you know as soon as possible so 
that you can make alternative arrangements for your child. 

For those children attending school, please could you ensure that you adhere to the staggered 
start times (and locations) which have been in place since September.   

Please remember that there are many ways you can contact school staff if you have any queries. 
You can email your child’s class teacher directly using the class email account; alternatively, you 
can email admin@wrpschool.org or enquiries@wrpschool.org or call us on 01395 266397  

Have a lovely weekend! 

 

Mrs. E Jones

 

 

 

Collective Worship 

This week was Epiphany. It was a good opportunity to talk to the children about their Christmas 
gifts and to compare with the gifts that the 3 Wise Men gave to baby Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding 

It is likely that children (and adults) will at some point feel the strain of our latest lockdown. It is 

therefore more important than ever that parents / carers consider ways to support children to give 

them the best chance to stay mentally healthy. 

  

mailto:admin@wrpschool.org
mailto:enquiries@wrpschool.org
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We already know that some children enjoyed certain aspects of being off school in the last 

lockdown, while others really struggled, especially with their concerns about the virus and being 

away from friends. 

  

With circumstances developing all the time, children may well have to deal with a great deal of 

uncertainty and change. Feelings of worry or anxiety will gradually ease for most, but there are 

always steps you can take to support them emotionally and help them cope with any problems 

they face. 

  
Our school website has a message board with some useful links to websites / resources which 
can be used to promote positive mental wellbeing, including how to talk to children about the virus. 
  
https://www.wrpschool.org/whole-school-message-board 
  
We have included a couple of further links which you might like to investigate: 
  
Action for Happiness calendars  
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/media/954757/january_2021.jpg 
  
Action for Children -  
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/covid-19/   - this has links such as 'coping with lockdown'. 
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Sports & Achievements

 

We love to hear about your children’s sporting and other achievements. If you have anything to 
share, please email enquiries@wrpschool.org with your news and a photo if possible. We will 
endeavor to include as many of your photos as possible each week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may remember that some of our staff 

shared their New Year Resolutions with us 

all last year! Mrs Wheeler had pledged to 

run 1000miles during the year. Amazingly 

she has exceeded her target and actually 

ran 1500miles…Well done Mrs Wheeler, 

what a fantastic achievement. 

I wonder what her challenge will be this 

year? 

mailto:enquiries@wrpschool.org
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Year Group News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George from Bumblebee Class explored 

the frost and ice at home. 

Otter Class have been on a shape hunt 

around school. 
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Some examples of Willow Class’ Remote 

Learning 


