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News from your Headteacher 

 
I hope that you have all had a lovely week and that you are looking forward to an extra day at home on 
Monday.  It has been great to receive so many messages about children’s achievements. What a lot of 
different sports and activities our children do.  Please take a look at the photos towards the end of the 
newsletter of children with their awards. 
 
At Withycombe Raleigh C of E Primary School we recognise the importance of children’s physical and 
mental health and promote opportunities for children to develop these whenever possible.  Our School 
Vision ‘Growing Happy, Caring Hearts and Minds’ highlights this desire. With the past year being so 
challenging for children, we have built into our busy days lots of chances for children to be active and to 
have the opportunity to talk about worries and emotions. The launch of our Active Travel Scheme in 
September has meant that now 40% more children are travelling to school in an active way compared to 
last September. We have purchased balls, skipping ropes and other playground equipment to encourage 
active break times. The recent addition of the outdoor gym equipment also supports children having active 
break times. All classes have the opportunity to use the Nature School and we have invested in lots of new 
resources to support learning in this area. It is a great space to encourage children to be active and enjoy 
learning outdoors.  
 
We continue to refer to the ’10 a Day for Mental Health’ which supports children in finding ways to help 
them look after their own wellbeing. We have a dedicated space on our website with tips to support 
families with wellbeing. Further details can be found in the ‘Top Tips for Wellbeing’ later in the newsletter. 
 
We hope that your children enjoy coming to school and that they feel safe and secure when they are here. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if your child is struggling with any aspect of school life. It is often 
better to let us know as soon as an issue arises so we can sort things out quickly.  
 
Traffic issues 
Traffic congestion and parking issues have been an ongoing issue for us as a school community for many 
years. We have tried a number of strategies in an attempt to alleviate some of the problems. The Active 
Travel Scheme, Crossing Patrol and staggered starts have certainly eased the traffic congestion on 
Withycombe Village Road recently. Unfortunately, I have received complaints from local residents this 
week reporting issues in both School Lane and Burnside. Several residents on Burnside have complained 
that cars have been parked across their driveways, blocking their vehicles in and that cars are parking on 
the pavement meaning it is difficult for pedestrians, wheelchairs and pushchairs to get past safely.  Please 
can I request that if you must use your car to come to school, that you park considerately and be mindful 
of the needs of our neighbours, some of whom are elderly or unwell.  
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Complaints have also been made about children on scooters and bikes riding dangerously in School Lane 
and using the road as a ‘race track’. If your child travels to school on their bike or scooter, please remind 
them to travel slowly in the School Lane and in the vicinity of the school where there are lots of 
pedestrians. School Lane is a shared pathway for both vehicles and pedestrians and children need to be 
mindful of this. 
 
Please remember that there are many ways you can contact school staff if you have any queries. You can 
email your child’s class teacher directly using the class email account; alternatively, you can email 
admin@wrpschool.org or enquiries@wrpschool.org or call us on 01395 263397. 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
 
Mrs. E Jones   

Upcoming Events 

Monday 31st May-Friday 4th June 

Half Term 

10th June 

Trinity Day 

28th June-2nd July 

Kindness Week 

5th July-9th July 

Year 6 Activities Week 

Wednesday 21st July 

Last Day of Term 

 

Collective Worship 

Collective Worship this week has focused on ‘Our right to food’ 

We have discussed how many people around the world, including the UK, don’t have enough food to eat and are 
hungry. We have asked children to think about the work of charities that help provide food to families in need. We 
have recently supported Exmouth Food Bank (previously known as The Community Larder) and Hope4Kibera, two 
charities who provide food to families who need it.  We continue to collect donations of food on behalf of the 
Exmouth Food Bank, who are currently requesting any tinned foods that you would be kind enough to give. 

 

mailto:admin@wrpschool.org
mailto:enquiries@wrpschool.org
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Safeguarding – School Attendance 

Good attendance at school is both essential and beneficial to children in so many ways and ultimately this is directly 
correlated to improved learning opportunities and better job prospects.  As well as this, going to school helps to 
develop children into future citizens with developed social skills, life skills and also some great value systems! 

By law, it is the parents’ responsibility to ensure that children of school age receive a suitable full-time education and 
attending regularly. 

Our school, like all schools, records the details of pupils’ attendance and absence each morning and afternoon.  The 
‘Education Welfare Officers’ (EWOs) have access to all attendance information and if your child is missing school 
without good reason, schools and the EWOs have the authority to find out why. Currently, the Department for 
Education considers a child as having ‘persistent absence’ if their attendance drops below 90 per cent – the 
equivalent of one day every fortnight. However, there may be interventions below this threshold if worrying 
patterns emerge. 

Of course we are aware that school attendance can be affected by many things: 

 anxiety or issues like bullying of friendship difficulties 
 housing or care arrangements 
 transport 
 other problems within the home environment 

There are many suggestions which can help you prevent your child from missing school, but please always speak to 
your class teacher or a member of our leadership team if problems start to occur: 

 having a routine from an early age and sticking it to it 
 making sure your child understands the importance of good attendance and punctuality 
 taking an interest in their education - ask about school work and encourage them to get involved in school 

activities  
 discussing any problems they may have at school and letting their teacher know about anything that is 

causing concern 
 making sure they understand the possible implications for themselves and you as a parent if they don't 

attend – such as fines 
 not letting them take time off school for minor ailments or unauthorised holidays during term time 

Where problems around attendance persist, Mrs Jones or Mr Smith will discuss these with you and try to agree a 
plan with you to improve your child’s attendance.  Schools may also refer your child to the Education Welfare Service 
(EWS) via the Education Authority (EA) if there is reason to be concerned about levels of attendance. This specialist 
education support service helps children and their families to get the best out of the education system, this process 
often begins with a home visit.  The EWS also works with other agencies (e.g. Social Services) to help with any 
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complex needs that a family has.  Prosecutions against parents are only used as a last resort! - where parents fail to 
engage or continue to ignore their child’s educational and welfare needs. 

We are all aware how important going to school regularly is for your child's future and we are more than happy to 
discuss any issues and work with you to ensure that all of our children maintain great levels of attendance.  Please 
do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any concerns or questions about school attendance. 

Mr Smith, Deputy Head / Designated Safeguarding Lead 
 
  

 
Top tips for Wellbeing 
We periodically update our Wellbeing page on the Home Connect tab of our website: 
 https://www.wrpschool.org/homeconnect 
 
You may find it helpful to look at a link to a Wellbeing Action Plan designed to help parents review things that 
support their children’s wellbeing.  
 
Here are some ideas of things to think about: 
What makes you happy? 
What stops you feeling bad? 
What helps you relax or calm? 
What acts as a useful distraction? 
What has worked well before?  
What new things can you try? 
What have others suggested that may help? 
 
Mrs Louise Jones (Teaching Assistant for Wellbeing and Mental Health) 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports & Achievements

We love to hear about your children’s sporting and other achievements. If you have anything to share, please email 
enquiries@wrpschool.org with your news and a photo if possible. We will endeavor to include as many of your 
photos as possible each week. 

https://www.wrpschool.org/homeconnect
mailto:enquiries@wrpschool.org
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James from Sandpipers got Player of the Day 

at football at the weekend. He also moved up 

to stage 8 swimming this week. 

Eden (Y5 Avocets) was awarded player of 

the week at the girls’ football session run 

by Lewis and Freddie, last week 

Lewis is Exmouth RFC Rugby values player 

of the week. 

Harriet, Bumblebee Class, with 

her Player of the Week award 

from Exmouth RFC U5's 
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Tia (Rabbit class) and Frankie (Maple class) 

getting ‘player of the week’ at Exmouth 

Rugby club 

Esmé from Sandpipers completed a 

triathlon in Torbay 
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Year Group News 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Arthur Beadle - Dolphins class, received his 

Green Blue Peter badge (environment badge) 

last week, for making a dolphin picture out of 

non-recyclable plastics and recyclable plastics 

used at home. Arthur gave the picture to his 

teacher. 

Mabel and Isaac were very excited to 

share a video message with their class 

from Steve Backshaw who has been 

working with their dad. 
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Some photos of Maths in KS2. 

Year 5 learning about angles. 

Year 3 playing 8 times table 

Hopscotch! 
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A mysterious visitor trashed Rabbit Class 

on Wednesday! 

I wonder who or what it could have been? 


